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20th March, 1959,: COCOM Document No. 3416.48/3

COORDINATING COMMITTER

RECORD OF DISCUSSION

:S—-(;_e1qgﬁﬁ4

on

ITRM 1648 - COBALT.-

AND. TTEL 1720 = COBALT COMPOUNDS

12th, 16th, 18th and 19th ilarch, 1959.

Present: Belgium(Luxembourg), Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, Netherlands, Norwey, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States,

References: COCCM Documents 3016.00/4, 3416.00/1, 2 and 3; COCQLL Sub-C(SG) 6 ‘
and 8, COCOM Document Wo. 3416.48/1 and 2.

1. The CHAIRMAN asked for views on the definition of cobalt compounds,

Item 1720.
2. The BELGIAN Delegate stated that his position was unchanged from

that recorded in COCOM Document 3416.48/2,

3 The FRENCH Delegate repeated his view that the Belgian position
was logical and that he supported it. He would not repeat what had been gaid
many times before - that it was as eagy to extract cobalt from alloys as from
compounds. He stated, nevertheless, that he would join in any decision reca~
ched unenimously.

4. The GERJAN Dclegate reminded the Committece that on the 12th Feb-
ruary his Delecgation had suggested a compromise solution, which was set out
on page 5 of COCOM Document 3416. 48/2. He askad whether agrecement could not
be reached on this basis of a 50% cut-off accompanicd by a Watch List defi-
nition.

5e The BELGIAN Delcgate said that, as a concession, he could accept
the following definitions

Cobalt compounds in their usual commercial form having a cobalt
content of 50% or more calculated on an enhydrous basis.

He asked the United States Delegetion to refer this proposal to their autho-
ritics. The Delegate said that he hod no instructions on the German proposal
involving the Watch List and would refur this to his authorities.

6. On the 16th March the FRENCH Dclegate drew the Committec's atton~
tion to the position taken by the French Delegation as outlined in COCOM
Document 3416. 00/5, paragraph 5., He repeated that they werce prepared to meke
all possible concecgsions on percentsges, but that, owing to increasingly ur-
gent pressure from industrial circles, they could not continue much longer to
wait for the Committec to take a deeision and urged them once agein to do so
as soon as possible. Licences for cobalt alloys had been held up through the
intervention of the Quai A'Orsay becouse it was anticipated thet an egrcement
was imminent in the Coordineting Committce to cmbargo cobalt-bearing alloys
conteining 50% or more cobalt. Should this agrecment fail to meterialise at
once, the licensing authorities would be obliged to authorise the exports in
gucstion.
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Te The UNITED STATES Delegatc thanked his French collcague for his

cfforts to prevent the supply of products on which the Committee had in fact
reached substantive agrecment: what wes holding up the finelisation of the
decision on cobalt alloys wes only the quostion of the treatmont thaet should
be applicd to cobalt compounds. The Declegate repoated that as to compounds
he could still agrec to the original French proposal as amonded by tho United
Kingdom Delegation (pago 5 of COCO Document 3016.00/4). He continucd to
hope that the Committee would accopt this formula.

8. The GERuAN Delegate pointed out that it had always beon the
custon, when an cibargo proposal had found a widc majority in its favour,
that no licences should be granted. He nevertheless agreed with the French
Delcgate that these discuswions had been too protracted.

9. The BELGIAN Delegate said he could only repeat what had always
been his Delegetion's position. 4s cobalt alloys were of groeater strategic
significance than cobalt compounds, it was difficult to understand the
United States Delegation's inability to agree thot compounds should be om-~
bargoed in the sanme nenner as alloys. He expressed regret for the insbility
of the Belgian oxperts to come to Faris to mcoct the cxpert from Washington
who was proscnte

10. The FRENCH Delcegato stated thet a French cxpert was present, but
could only confirm whot had been stated on the 29th and 30th January, as set
ocut in paragraphs 18 and 19 of COCOWM Docunent 3416.00/2. The Delegate once
uore expresscd his conviction that everything had alrcaedy been said and that
there would be no point in a new confrontation of experts.

11. The CHAIRIAN proposed thet o few morc days should be allowed for
bilateral ncgotiations in the hope that at the nceting on the 19th ilarch a
finel egrcement might at last be reached.

12, The FRENCH Delogatc asked whether it would be possible to scpa=-
rate the question of Item 1648(b) from thet of Item 1720, in view of the fact
that there was goneral agrecument in the case of the former item. Given a
clecar decigsion on cobalt alloys, Governncnts could proceced to meke permissible
exports.

13, Thc GERAN Delegate pointed ocut that, as nc one had proposecd
embargoing cobalt elloys having a cobalt content of less than 50/, all Govern-
nents were free to export these, unless they conteined 14% or nore chroniun
and less than 1% carbon or 3% or noroe nolybdenum,.

14. The BELGIAN Delegotc undertook to agk for further instructicns,
which he hopcd to roceive by the 19th iiarch.

15. The FRENCH Delegate pointed out that cobalt compounds had nothing
to do with the lictals Catoegory: they were in the Chemicals Category. He felt
therefore that the Cormittee was nct obliged to link alloys and compounds.

16. On the 18th llorch the UNITED STATES Delegate said that his
anthoritice had hoped that it would be possible for the Committee to reach
agreencnt on cobalt alloys without going further than the proposal that had
becn virtually agreed on compounds. Purely for the purpose of reaching an
egreenent on cobalt alloys, however, and removing the indeterminate nature of
the controls on cobalt alloys, his authorities nade the following last-resort
rroposal which it was hoped would be accepteble to the Comnittee both as far
as conpounds thenselves wore conccrned and also for clearing the ground in
roapect of alloys.

"Compounds which contain 40% or nore ccbalt calculated on an
anhydrous bagis whether the conpounds are actually shipped in
their anhydrous or their hydrated form."
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In addition the United States authorities proposed that the remainder of the
present definition not covered by this new proposal should be placed on the
Wateh List. The Delegatc concluded by saying that he hoped this proposal
would enable the Coimmittee to rcach unomincus agreencnt.

17. The BELGIAN Delegate ade the following statenent:

(a) "As & conseguonce of the ncegotiations which have just taken
place outside the Coordinating Committee, I an authorised to accept the Uni-
ted States proposel, on the understending that the definition frecs the
cobalt compounds listed in the Annex to Documcnt 3416.00/2 which do not
contain more than 40% of cobalt in their anhydrous form ~ that is to say
acetates, nitrates and sulphates.

(b) "I nust however repeat that ny Delegation maintains the point
of view expresscd previously, to the cffect tiat the freeing of nickel and
cobalt alloys as proposcd shceuld have led to cquelity of treatument for con~
pounds, owing to the fact that these products are normally utilised for ci-
vilian purposes.

(¢) "The Belgisn Delegation is awarc that cobalt netal can be
extracted from coupounds, but they would strcss that siuilor extbraction is
“pogsible in the case of alloys. uorcover, it is possiblc to convert non-
gtrategic alloys into strategic alloys by the addition of new cleuents.

(@) "It is because for the last four nonths the Committee has
becn in a blind alley thet, in the spirit of compromise, my authoritics accept
the United Stetes proposal, it beins wnderstood that they reserve the right
to subnit other and less restrictive proposals when the cnbargo lists are
revised.,"

18. The Committee AGREED to the United States proposal, the BELGIAN
Delegate reserving his position as to the final werding.

19. The UNITED XINGDOQI{ Delesate, ruferring to Iten 1648(b), remin~-
ded the Committee of their agreement to his sugpcstion for inclusion of the
words "other than slloys covered by Items 1631 and 1635" (parsgraphs 6 and
7 of COCOM Document 3416.48/2).

20, The Committee CONFTiwED their acceptance on this point.

21. On the 19th iarch the Committes AGREED upon the undernoted
dofinitions for Itens 1648, 1720, 4648 and 4720, which would come into force
on the 15th April if nomne of the ilerber Governnents had raised en objection
before that date. The BELGIAN Delegate reserved his Governmentis right to
suggest a change of wording for Item 1720,

1648 Cobalt, as followss
- (&) Rew materials, including White Alloys and Red Alloys;
(Sce interpretative Note No. 6.)
(b) Ccbalt-bearing =lloys (other than alloys covercd by
Itens 1631 and 1635), conteining:
1) 50% or nmore cobalt; ox
2) 19% or nmore cobelt and 14% or more chromiun and
less than 1% carbon; or
(3) 19% or uore cobalt snd 14% or more chromium or
3% or more molybdenum;

(NOTE: Governments may pernlt as sdninistrative exccptions
exports of small quentitics of dental alloys and
snall quantities of narrow strips for wabch apringe.
Such shipments should be reported in the nonthly
stetistics.)
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++) (e) Cobalt~bearing scrap; cxcluding iron end steel serap

cqntaining insignificant quentities of ccbalt,
(See also Iten 4648)
1720 Compounds which contain 40% oxr uorc cchalt calculated on an anhydrous

bagis whether the compounds are actually shipped in their anhydrous
or their hydrated foim. o : T

(See also Iten 4720.)

4648 Cobalt alloys, Ne€e8ey containing 19% or nore cobalt and

l#o OT wmore chromium in combination, and scrap thercof,
(See also Iten 1648.)

4720 Cobalt compounds, H.e.s. (exeluding: (i) paint driers; (1i) cobalt
orgenic artificial colouring matters; and (iii) other paint
pignents).

NOTE: Paint driers, for this purpcse, are regarded as being
Products, or preparations of such products, containing
combined ccbalt witih or without other uetals, produced
in amy way by reacticn with one or more of the following:
linseed o0il, linseed oil fatty scids, colophony, tall o0il,
nephthenic acids, 2-ethyl-hoxenoic ecid. )

++) o decision has been reached as to a re-wording of sub-item 1648(c).

The Germen Delegation proposed “"Cobalt metal ascrap end cobalt-based alloy
screp"  (Seo 00COII Docunent 2869.74.)

The United Kingdom and United Stotes Delegates would prefers "Scrap forns
of tho metal and alloys covered under (b) above". (See COCOH Documont
3416.00/2, parogrephs 28, 40.3 and 52.)
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